
 
Witches, Witchcraft and how to spot a Witch 

 
 

Many people used to believe in witches and witchcraft, they used to 
believe that a witch was working with the devil to try and make people 
into sinners and so go to hell. 
 
People used to think that it was easy to spot a witch. These were the 
things they looked for 
 
An old woman that lived on her own, she had a pet usually a cat, a bird or 
a toad and sometimes a mark on her skin 
 
Some people believed that witches fed their pets on blood, and captured 
young children to boil in pots and eat. 
 
Many women were put on trial for witchcraft; often the trial was not very 
fair. One example of a witch trial can be seen on the picture page. 
 
Now you have read the information you have to answer the questions and 
then use all the information and the pictures to produce a poster about 
how to spot a witch. 
 
Questions 
 
1. Who did people think witches worked for?  
a) the police b) Mr Osborne c) the devil 
 
2. Name two ways people used to believe you could tell if someone is 

was a witch. 
3. Now try to produce a poster that warns people about witches 

A witch 
being  
burnt at 
the stake 
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